
 

You may find this hard to believe, but there is actually some positive financial news coming out 
of LAUSD these days.  In what seems to be a consequence of the local downturn in the con-
struction industry, Facilities is reporting that current costs of projects and bids are typically 
coming in at 20-30 percent below estimates.  To take a couple of examples from my own dis-

trict: the Board authorized up to $3 million for a fire alarm system at Cleveland High School; the project came in 
at $1.5 million.  An air conditioning project at Reseda High School cost $596,000, where the original cost estimate 
was $1.1 million.  (The money that is saved on a project goes back in the account to fund another worthy project 
that might be further down the list).  This buyer's market is especially welcome given that the Board and Facilities 
are right now in the process of deciding how to spend the initial $200 million in Measure Q bond money.  Given 
that these favorable conditions will not last forever, it is in our interests to move expeditiously in choosing pro-
jects to fund.  While it's often frustrating that bond money can only be spent on facilities, there are so many wor-
thy projects and deferred maintenance in LAUSD that it's a nice change to discuss how to spend money -- and 
save money -- on behalf of our students.              -Tamar 

Tamar Proudly Represents the Communities of Canoga Park, Chatsworth, Encino, Granada Hills, Lake Balboa, North Hills, North Hol lywood, Northridge, 
Porter Ranch, Reseda, Sherman Oaks, Studio City, Tarzana, Toluca Lake, Valley Glen, Valley Village, Van Nuys, West Hills, Winne tka, & Woodland Hills. 
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In a Tough Economy, Savings at Facilities 

The Write Way 
Should any of the 1056 students at 
Coldwater Canyon Elementary 

School decide one day to become writers, they 
will have already received the training and disci-
pline necessary to practice and master the 
craft.  Under the guidance of principal Lydia 
Stephens, the school has this year instituted a 
rigorous system designed to get K-3 students 
writing for one hour every day.  The writing 
process cycle, as it's formally known, involves 
the teacher starting each session by writing on a 
subject of his or her choosing, and explaining to 
students the thought process in real time.  This 
"warm-up" exercise gets the students to think 
about how a writer delivers words to the 
page.  After that, it's on them to produce their 
own prose.  "This system helps children realize they have a voice, and they have 

something to say," said the principal.  She added that next year the program will be expanded to include grades 4 
and 5.  "With education, there is always a new program," she said.  "We are working on something that gets students 
to the place where they are effective communicators."  

TamarÕs Student Video Contest is Online through Sunday, June 7th!   
View & vote for your favorite videos at: http://galatzan.laschoolboard.org  



Bringing Students Back, One Knock at  a Time 
Located in a distant corner of the northwest San Fernando Valley is Chatsworth 
Park Elementary School, which became part of LAUSD two years before America 
entered World War I.  Though very visible to anyone traveling through the intersec-
tion of Topanga Canyon and Devonshire, Chatsworth Park is loath to draw attention 
to itself and embraces a kind of semi-autonomous status. When the school recently 
learned that a popular part-time office staff worker would lose her job next year 
without an infusion of $15,000, faculty, administrators, and parents developed a 
plan that is perfectly in character.  Rather than seek an outside funding source, the 
school has launched a campaign to go door-to-door in Chatsworth and recruit an 
additional 140 students by September.  This would put enrollment at 500, which 
would pay the staff worker's salary.  For 
the past several weeks, teams of two 

have fanned across local neighborhoods, enthusiastically selling the vir-
tues of Chatsworth Park to parents and children.  Organizers are hope-
ful that in these tough economic times they will get a number of stu-
dents who currently attend one of several private schools in the 
area.  Regardless of the economy, it's the effort and commitment that 
leads one to believe Chatsworth Park will find a way to keep the staff 
member.  "We will do whatever we have to do," said Tricia Kalma, who 
teaches 4th grade at the school.  "Our school is like a family."   
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L a s t  w e e k , 
Tamar joined Lo-
cal District 1 Par-
ent Center Direc-
tors at their final 
meeting of the 
school year.  The 
Directors al l 
work part-time 

shifts coordinating parent involvement and activities at over 
100 schools in LD1.  Tamar presented certificates of recog-
nition to them in gratitude and appreciation for their work.   

Live Theater at LAUSD 

The very talented students of Sherman Oaks 
Elementary School recently starred in the 
production of The Cat in the Hat Seussical.  



East Valley High SchoolÕs Dance Production Director, Ike 
Terjimanian, affectionately known as Mr. T, is waiting for 
an important phone call this week.  ÒI am confident,Ó he 
says referring to the possibility of his nine-member all-girl 
hip hop dance crew possibly performing on NBCÕs national 
television show, AmericaÕs Got Talent.  ÒOur bags are 
packed and we are ready to go, as soon as we get the call 
we are on our way!Ó  This California State Champion Hip 
Hop Crew, known as Makadoutious, is used to the lime-
light.  They have performed on the Ellen Degeneres Show, 
multiple celebrity basketball games around California, and 
the annual Los Angeles Children's Hospital Celebration of 
Life Festival.  This year, Makadoutious is the Cheer Pros 
California State Champions, the Spirit Club International 
State Champions, the US Spirit Leaders' Extreme Dance 

International Best of the West Champions and are heading to the World International Championships in Las Vegas this 
July to compete against teams representing over 30 countries.  This undefeated crew has not only been praised for their 
dance moves, but also for their age appropriate routines.  ÒAll of the music we use is clean, and the girls are always cov-
ered up—we wear Adidas sweat suits during performances,Ó explains a proud Mr. T, ÒWe are trying to keep the positive 
culture in hip hop alive.Ó  Mr. T, who is also an English teacher at Walter Reed 
Middle School, has always loved hip hop.  ÒWhen I first moved to the states, I did-
nÕt know any English but I knew every word to RapperÕs Delight,Ó he laughs.  This 
former B-Boy, DJ and hip hop documentary film maker started a dance team at 
Reed 12 years ago only to have the program expanded when his dancers went on 
to East Valley High School and still wanted to continue the team.  ÒWe are truly a 
family,Ó explains Mr. T,  ÒThe girls are so disciplined.  Lately, some of the seniors 
had to get jobs to help their families because of the bad economy but they still 
make time for dance.Ó 

The A ALA  A ssociated Administrators of Los Angeles held 
their 28th annual Scholarship/Community Awards ban-

quet at the Biltmore Hotel last week.  The event celebrated volunteerism and scholars.  Sixteen students honorees received 
a $1 ,000 scholarship for college, among them, Board District 3 students Aaron Feuer of North Hollywood HS, Saaliha 
Khan of Birmingham HS, Neil Anjon Ray of Reseda HS, and Mariano Molina IV  of West Valley Occupational Center. 

East Valley High Hip Hop Dance Team Wins Nationals 

Former Board Member David Tokofsky, 
Superintendent Ray Cortines, and Bir-
mingham HS awardee Saaliha Khan, 
who is headed to Georgetown this year.   

Bill Lambert, School Board Member 
Julie Korenstein, and Bill Ring.  

North Hollywood HighÕs Aaron Feuer, 
with Principal Randy Delling, is headed 
to Yale to study Ethics, Politics & Eco-
nomics in the fall.   

A ALA  Celebrates Volunteers &  Scholars 

From top left:  Leslie Pasumbal, Dayana Rosales, Brian Drake, Adrienne 
Elijah, Jenny Rivas.  Bottom row from the left:  Patty Allen, Judith Cabrera, 
Josselyn Alvarado, Xiomyfer Lemes, Fernanda Zepeda, and AiMy Nguyen.  

Mr. T pictured with the award-winning East Valley High School Drill Team. 



 

We welcome your feedback and story ideas!   
Email:  Denise.Campos@lausd.net  
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DID YOU  
KNOW? 

Bravo Awards 2010 
Do you know an outstanding Arts educator or  

school with a great arts program? 
************************************************************** 

The Music Center is now accepting nominations for outstanding 
arts educators for the 2010 Bravo Awards.  

The BRAVO Award was established by the Music Center in 
1983 to recognize teachers & schools for creativity, innovation 
and excellence in arts education.  BRAVO Awards are pre-
sented in three categories; schools, arts specialist teacher, gen-
eral classroom teacher. BRAVO Award winners use the arts to 
revitalize teaching, enhance academic achievement and foster 
self-esteem, teamwork and cross-cultural communication and 
understanding.  The winners receive a BRAVO sculpture and 
cash awards.  Please visit http://www.musiccenter.org/
education/bravo.html for more information and to download a 
nomination form to nominate your favorite arts teacher or school 
today!  

Brad Wilk started playing the drums when 
he was 13 years old.  By the time this Taft 
High grad was 24, he was on his way to 
stardom as the drummer for Rage Against 
the Machine from 
1992 to 2000, until 
t h e y  d i s -

banded.  The remaining band members 
formed Audioslave, which also achieved 
much success.  In May 2005, they became 
the first American rock band to play in 
Cuba, performing a free concert in front 
of 65,000 fans.  The group split in 2007.  
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-Pomelo Elementary  School to get new fire 
alarm system at $387K.  Work started 5/22/09. 
-Birmingham High School to start Phase II of 

SLC (Small Learning Communities) at $896K. Work started 
5/21/09. 
-North Hollywood High School started grandstand and 
bathroom building project at $719K. Work started 5/21/09.  
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